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Vt JSxtra0 of a Letter from Stephen Wil- 
liams^ ik£ B. R R. S. concerning the Vi- 
per^atchers, imentiond in N^ 44 1. of 
fhfe TranfaAions) and the Efficacy of Oil 
of Olives in cttring the Bite of Vipers. 

"Plymouth, July 2, i/j^f. 

''Illiam Oliver, in Prefence of feveral Gen- 
tlemen of the Faculty of Phyfick, fuf- 
fer'd himfelf, on June 26, 173^5. to be bit by a Fe- 
inale F^iJ>er s which being enraged, fix'd her Fangs m 
the middle Part of his Fore-finger. Blood foon ifliied 
out at the Wounds: Bur that the Poifon might more 
ftrongly appear, the fame PTper immediately bit a 
Pigeon in the Breaft, which expired in lefs than half 
an Hour. Another "Pigeon was alfo bit by the fame 
Viper, which expired alfo, though not fo foon as the 
firft. Mr. Oliver immediately compl^n'd of an acute 
Pain in the wounded Part* It foon looked red, then 
became of a. livid Colour : His Finger fwelFd to a 
great Size, and he could not bend it. Soon uf on this 
his'Hand alfo began to fwell : He complained of Faint- 
nefs, and Pains flying to his Arm, Shoulder, and Arm- 
pit In half aft HoutXTiitte from the Bite, we per- 
fuaded him to try his Speciflck 5 i^rhich being applied, 
and ftrongly rubbed into the Part affeded, procured 
him immediate Eafe. His Pain leflen'd, his Finger 
became flexible, his Spirits feem'd more chearful : 
The Specifick being feveral times repeated and ap- 
plied, his Pains gradually diminifh'd^ The next Day, 
Jme vj^ his Finger and Hand remained tumefied, but 

without 
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without Pain : The Skin began to appear yellow^ and 
Puftles appeared, like Bladders, on his Finger ^ which 
being prick'd, emitted a fanious Liquor. In two Days 
time all his Symptoms vani{h'd> an<i he became per* 
fedly well. 

June 30, the Gentlemen of the Faculty met again, 
when we tried feveral Experiments on ^^pm^ Cnfs^ 
and Tigeons ; wherein we found the Efficacy of Mr* 
Olivers Specifick, and gave the Company great Satis- 
fadion, I therefore • . • * ^ recommend him tq 
Lovers of Natural Philofophy, and fuch who ftudy the 
Benefit of Mankind. I think He d^ferves Encourage- 
ment, that the Specifick may be more univerfally 
known, 

Stc. Williams, M B. R R. S. 



Vn* A Propofal fir the Meafurmient of the 
Earth in Ruffia, read at a Meeting if the 
Academy of Sciences of St. Petersbourgj 
Jan. 21. 1717. by M^ Jof. Nic. de L'Iflej 
Jirfl ^rofej/br of jifironomyy and F. R, Sk 
^ranjlated from the French printed at St^ 
Petersbourgh^ 17^7. 4to. By t.S, M.D^ 
F* R* u. 

NEceffity, or the Exigencies of Geography and 
Navigation, put Mankind very early upon the 
Enterprlze of meafuring the Earth. For how is it 
poffiblc to conftrua the Charts of each Kingdom or 
Empire, without fctting down all the Places in 
^ D 1 their 



